CHAPTER XX
The U.S.S.R. as a World Power
THE Soviet Union occupies one-sixth of the land surface of
the globe and, with the exception of the British Empire, which
does not constitute a single continuous mass of land, is the
largest state in the world.
It has access to the great seaways of the world through the
ports on the White Sea, the Baltic, the Black Sea, and the
Pacific Ocean. Its frontiers, extending across Europe into
Asia3 border upon the territories of Finland, Poland, Ru-
mania, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, Chinese Turkestan, and
Manchuria (Fig. 72), and the U.S.S.R. is connected with
them by sea and railway routes. Both politically and econ-
omically, therefore, the Soviet Union has the possibility of
exerting its influence at many points in Europe and Asia.
Although in relation to its great area this vast country is
still rather thinly populated, the population is increasing
rapidly year by year, and already the U.S.S.R. has grown
from a state of some 134,000,000 people in 1920 to one of
nearly 200,000,000 in 1940, and within this state many
nationalities are living together in harmony, without political
or economic discord.
Apart from its geographical position, however, the Soviet
Union to-day occupies an important position as one of the
foremost industrial powers of the world.
The output of metal, coal, and oil, industrial and agricul-
tural products, has increased enormously since 1913, and it
is known that within the territory of the U.S.S.R. there exists
a large proportion of the world supplies of raw materials.
It must be remembered, however, that the output per t~
of population, of agricultural and industrial products had not
reached that of the U.S.A. and Great Britain in 1939. Never-
theless, It was clear in 1939 that the rate of increase of
productivity was such that if war had not intervened the
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